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We have an exciting list of firsts to bring to your attention.  In addition to this new format for the 
Tidings, we have rolled out our recently updated website.  Amy Riedel oversaw the project, 
bringing her experience and expertise to bear to create an attractive, informative new site.  Please 
go to goldenballtavern.org to see the results of her efforts.  Deb Carroll will maintain and update 
the web site. She and Amy are continuing to expand our outreach through social media and 
publicity. 
 

Rebecca Foley and Travis Powell, along with a multitude of volunteers, 
oversaw the wonderfully successful Barn Sale, a slimmed down version of 
our Outdoor Antiques Show.  They and their helpers attractively arranged all 
the items you so generously donated, making the barn look beautiful. Our 
next Barn Sale will be held on September 28th and 29th 2019. Please bring us 
your donations and be sure to drop by during the sale weekend.  We are 
always happy to welcome new volunteers to help with the sale.  Email 
Rebecaa Foley at Rebecca@foley.org to volunteer. 

 
Brian Donahue completed his research project entitled Telling the 
Story of the Golden Ball Tavern Grounds and Isaac Jones’ Farm. 
Brian, a professor at Brandeis University, studied Isaac’s land 
acquisitions and land use (plow lands, orchards, meadow, and 
woodlots) to create text and maps to bring to life Isaac’s tavern 
and farm.  This spring, he led a large group on a delightfully 
informative walk to discover the bounds of Isaac’s holdings. His 
work was funded in part by a grant from the Weston Cultural 
Council, a local agency supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. Brian will offer a second walk in the fall. 
 

We held the first of our Beer Then and Now: Talk, Tastings and 
Tidbits evenings in March.  Jeff Johnson, Sales Manager of Jack’s 
Abby Craft Lagers, a Framingham craft beer brewery, treated us to 
an informative talk on beer making through the ages, interspersed 
with tastes of his company’s varied craft beers.  We plan to hold 
another such evening on June 5th.  Go to our fresh new website 
(goldenballtavern.org) for details. 
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Chris Fehl, head of Weston High School’s Art Department, brought twelve of his photography 
students to the Golden Ball to use the tavern as a backdrop for their photography project.  We 
eagerly await the results of their efforts.  
 
So many people contribute so much to make our museum 
the exciting, creative place that it is.  Michelle Roman, 
Carolyn McGuire head the guides and oversee the 
Education Committee that hosts Weston’s 3rd, 5th, and 11th 
graders.  They work tirelessly to improve the tours and 
continue to offer the Second Sunday Open Houses to 
enable many more visitors to enjoy the museum’s rich 
stories. Guides Glen Harley, Donna Keesling, Bill Rousseau, 
Nathalie Thompson, Susie Woodward, and Karen Valovcin 
do an excellent job bringing the museum to life.  Maxine Breen serves as greeter and timekeeper. 
We have also have two high schoolers assisting as greeters – Leah LeBaron and Ryan Aldrich. 
 
Each year members of The Country Garden Club of Weston create beautiful decorations at our 
Holiday Open House and Wassail, this year’s Nutcracker theme being no exception.  Dan and 
Claudia Quinn mobilized their volunteers to offer members a festive Wassail.  Karen and Dave 
Valovcin provided the music and led the caroling.  This year’s events will be held on December 8th. 

 
Sue McFarland, Maxine Breen and Judy Harding maintain the gardens.  How they would love a few 
more volunteers to help them!  Kelly Wood, Deb Carroll and Barbara Hurlbert keep the house, the 
office, the website, social media and our accounting moving forward.  Jeremy Hagger and Will 
McFarland help with the historical research. 
 
The Golden Ball is blessed to have a group of responsible, supportive Trustees.  We thank them for 
becoming actively involved in all aspects of our preservation and program work.  A special thank 
you goes to, Dan Quinn, the Head of the Trustees, who has devised and overseen many initiatives 
that greatly enhance Weston’s awareness of our museum. 
 
We are sending this issue via email to all who have provided us with their email address.  Please 
give us your feedback on this new method of sharing our publications (which will be available on 
our website also).  And if you received this by mail, please share your email with us (we won’t share 
it with anyone else!).  Thank you for your support of our efforts to cut costs and save trees! 


