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The new Museum display board on the lawn to 
the east of our front driveway was developed to 
address a need for public information about the 

Museum and its mission. While long-time residents of 
Weston and surrounding areas might be familiar with 
the Golden Ball and the stories associated with it, many 
new to town felt there was an informational void. Resi-
dents and visitors alike told us that they had passed 
by the Museum on many occasions and had always 
wondered about our story and its significance.

A slant board seemed to satisfy a number of require-
ments. We wanted something that was in keeping with 
accepted industry practices, that would be attractive and 
that would tell something about the historical signifi-
cance of the Tavern and the events that happened here. 

Also critical was the need for the board to be accessible 
to the general public, without the need for an appoint-
ment. Our over-arching goal was to draw attention to 
Weston’s Revolutionary War history, to put the town 
on the map historically. While knowledge about events 
in Concord, Lexington and Sudbury is widespread, 
critical events in Weston related to the Revolution have 
not received as broad an audience to date. Of course, 
one informational board can only share a fraction of 
what we know about the history of the Golden Ball 
Tavern, but we hope that the information it contains 
is both useful on its own as well as an enticement to 
learn more.

The central portion of the board tells the Museum’s 
“Spy Story,” the events of which took place at the 

The Evolution of a Slant Board!

The new slant board display on the lawn of the Golden Ball Tavern Museum

662 Boston Post Road | Weston, Ma 02493 | goldenballtavern.org | VoluMe 48, Fall 2017 | editoR: Joan Bines

  

Tory Ties & British Spies

tHe



Grapevine 4

Tavern in February of 1775. On that day, disguised 
British spies came in on a secret mission. When Isaac 
offered them tea or coffee, the spies, recalling the 
meeting, wrote in their diary, “Then we found with 
whom we were.” Since the owner of the Tavern—Isaac 
Jones—was himself a Loyalist (that is, someone who 
was loyal to the British Crown during that time), the 
spies knew they would be safe.

The Tavern’s role in the events 
which led up to the Revolution 
is detailed in the timeline at the 
lower portion of the board. Did 
you know that Isaac Jones was 
censured by town committees 
in both Worcester and Sudbury 
in 1775 because of his refusal 
to refrain from selling tea? As a 
‘Tory’ (a derogatory term used 
by colonists for a Loyalist), he 
was identified as an “Enemy to 
his Country.” The censures were published in a series of 
broadsheets that were widely distributed, calling for his 
“House and Person” to be shunned. Many are surprised 
to learn that Isaac Jones later signed the oath of loyalty 
to the Patriot cause and still later was a major contribu-
tor to the establishment of the new Massachusetts state 
government in many significant and enduring ways.

The slant board also contains photos of just a few 
of the treasures that are on permanent display at the 
Museum. Whether you’d like to learn more about our 
collections, the six generations of the Jones family that 
lived in this house continuously from 1768 until 1963, 
or you’d like to understand the role that Weston’s prom-
inent Loyalists played in the American Revolution, we 
hope you’ll come in to visit soon. The Museum is cele-
brating a dual anniversary next year. We will mark our 
50th Anniversary as a Museum as well as the 250th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the Tavern. There 
has never been a better time to learn more about our 
history, the Museum’s numerous educational programs, 
and our long-standing commitment to preservation and 
community service.

Weston’s Revolution 

The words “Choosing Revolution” have become 
deeply resonant for us at the Golden Ball Tavern 
Museum. New research we have conducted into 

the life and times of Isaac Jones of Weston, who estab-
lished the Golden Ball Tavern in 1768, has highlighted 
the real personal cost and the agonizing dilemma that 
he and many colonists faced in making the choice to 

sever all ties and go to war with England in 1775. Often 
considered a universal and reflexive action by the colo-
nists of the time, the decision to engage in revolution, 
we now know, was far more nuanced and personal than 
once thought. 

Isaac Jones, a Loyalist who valued the British 
constitution and laws and advocated compromise, 

faced repeated public censure 
and was deemed “an enemy to 
his country” by fellow citizens 
who aligned with the Patriot 
cause. Surprisingly however, he 
survived and prospered in post 
war Weston and Massachusetts.

Very few Loyalists would ulti-
mately be as fortunate. Isaac’s 
story is one to which contempo-
rary audiences can very much 
relate. In times of political and 
social turmoil, how does one 

navigate the turbulence associated with seismic change?
We are finding that Isaac’s story is resonating 

more than ever with our audiences as well. Atten-
dance at open houses and museum events is increas-
ing, an increase that is driving new programs as well as 
enhanced communications and engagement with our 
communities. 

In addition to creating an exciting new permanent 
display board (see article above), we have updated 
our museum logo, the new one which we are debuting 
here. Our new tagline, “Tory Ties and British Spies,” 
reflects Isaac’s allegiances as well as the significance 
of his decision to harbor British spies at the Tavern 
in the lead up to the Revolution. For him, revolution 
was very much a choice, and he courageously stood 
against it in a very public way, for many years and at 
considerable personal risk.

We are also working to digitize our archives, a major 
undertaking, to preserve the treasure trove of infor-
mation we own that tells “the story behind the story” 
of Isaac’s personal journey and sheds new light on the 
Loyalist experience in the American Revolution. It is a 
story that has been largely underappreciated. We hope 
to contribute to a new public understanding of this 
aspect of the Revolutionary War as we celebrate the 
50th anniversary of our museum and the 250th anni-
versary of the Tavern in 2018. 

Our nation’s history is complex, inspiring, and 
richer perhaps than we ever imagined, and it belongs 
to all of us. We hope that we can continue to help you 
find your place in history at the Golden Ball Tavern 
Museum in the years to come.
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An Invitation from the  
Education Committee:  
Stop By!

If you haven’t taken a tour in a few years, we invite 
you to take one soon! As the result of advice from 
public history experts, our tours now focus on the 

stories of the Jones family during the Revolutionary 
War: a loyalist family in tumultuous times.  

From Taylor Stoermer, PhD, and Mark Wallis, 
(Past Pleasures, Ltd.) we learned that we should focus 
on what makes the Golden Ball Tavern Museum 
unique.  Since we are one of only 6-7 sites that have a 
loyalist affiliation out of 350+ revolutionary war sites 
near Boston, centering in on the loyalist experience 
was the obvious choice. In addition, we were told that 
stories not artifacts draw most people to historic sites. 
Fortunately, we have many interesting and well-docu-
mented stories about the Jones family during that time. 
Therefore, weaving the stories into a narrative about 
loyalist viewpoints was relatively easy. In our tours, we 
now try to change people’s preconceptions that all loyal-
ists were blindly loyal to the British king and wanted 
something different from what the patriots wanted. 

The changes we made are successful, evidenced by 
the increasing attendance at the Second Sunday Open 
Houses and the positive comments from our guests!  
We are always looking for new guides and plan to  
hold a guide training session in January. If you are 
interested in joining our group or just have some 
questions about it, please contact Michelle Roman, 
MichelleLRoman@gmail.com or Carolyn McGuire, 
ccmcguire@comcast.net. Otherwise, please stop by an 
open house to explore the loyalist viewpoint!

Please consider including the Golden Ball Tavern Museum in your estate  plan.

A Message from the  
Chairman

Have you been to the Tavern lately? We  
have put up the slant board on Boston  
Post Road which describes the history of  

the Tavern—the first ever allowed by the Town  
of Weston. An historic event in its own right!

Our grounds are looking much improved with the 
new brick walkway (see photo below), a new sprin-
kler system we have had installed and some major tree 
work that has recently been done. 

The number of visitors to the Tavern is up over 
40% in the last three years, an increase which is truly 
remarkable for historic properties these days. Our 
Education Committee has revamped the curricu-
lum to make it relevant for higher grade levels. A large 
number of eleventh graders now come for tours to 
earn extra credit in their history course. Addition-
ally, the Weston Middle School has just approved the 
Golden Ball Tavern as a field trip adding a potential 
170 new visitors.

We have reengaged with Dr. Taylor Stoermer, 
formerly of Harvard and now of Johns Hopkins, for 
additional work to help us more fully understand the 
Jones family and their legacy as well as provide guid-
ance on our efforts to digitize the archives. 

A structural engineering firm conducted an 
architectural survey of the Tavern. None had been 
performed on the Golden Ball, and we need to see, 
after 250 years, if there are now any structural issues 
which may exist. Fingers crossed but it is better to 
know than not know.

This September, we marked the 50th anniversary of 
the Golden Ball Tavern Museum Antiques Show and 
Sale. We thank all of our volunteers who work on the 
show, and we thank all of you for supporting this cher-
ished Weston event throughout the years. We hope 
we can count on your continued support of our 51st 
Show and Sale as well as of our museum, our goal to 
contribute to a fuller understanding of Isaac Jones in 
Weston during the Revolution, and our celebrations to 
come. Watch for information about events celebrating 
our 50th anniversary as a museum as well as the 250th 
anniversary of the establishment of the Tavern itself. 

As you can tell there is a lot going on at the Golden 
Ball Tavern these days. 

Thank you so much for your continued support.

     –Dan Quinn, Chairman 

Replacing the brick walk to the front door of the GBT
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Save the Dates 2018: 
• SECOND SUNDAY 
 Open Houses throughout the year
 From 1-3 p.m. Spread the word!

• JANUARY 14, 2018
 Second Sunday Open House, from 1-3 p.m. 

• FEBRUARY 11, 2018
 Second Sunday Open House, from 1-3 p.m. 

• MAY, 2018
 Stay tuned for details about our 10th biennial  
 Symposium In the Latest Taste. 

• SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018
 51st Outdoor Antiques Show and Sale
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rain or shine. 

Watch for news of coming events celebrating the Golden 
Ball Tavern’s multiple anniversaries in 2018!

Follow us on Twitter @gbtmuseum and on Facebook: Golden Ball Tavern Museum

Our 50th Outdoor  
Antiques Show

Under threatening skies, the GBT hosted its 
landmark 50th Antiques show and barn sale 
on 9/23/2017.

Despite the occasional passing morning shower,  
the show was well attended by patrons, show attend-
ees and over 40 dealers.

The landmark half centennial show kicked off with 
the traditional Friday night Preview Party. This well- 
attended event raised over $5,000 in sales from the 
barn’s inventory in just two hours !

A special presentation of Chelsea clocks to Bill 
and Karen Gallagher and Tare and Sue Newbury, 
commemorated their decades of volunteer service to 
the show. 

This year, the residents of Weston had generously 
donated so many items to the barn that the show 
had to rent an additional tent just to showcase all the 
inventory!

By the end of the day the barn and tent were nearly 
emptied, and with the loyal, continued support of our 
Patrons, the total funds raised for the GBT exceeded 
$17,000.

Our sincerest thanks to all the volunteers who 
make the show such a success. 

Tare and Sue Newbury and Bill and Karen Gallagher being 
honored by Dan Quinn for their years of volunteer service to 
Antiques Show.

Pictured above: Bill Gallagher, Tare Newbury, Travis Powell, 
Kay Conrad, Polly Slavet, Michelle Roman, Bruce Peterson 
(Treasurer), Karen Valovcin, Pam Fox, Amy Riedel, Dan Quinn 
(Chairman), Carolyn McGuire. (Missing: Linda Wiseman) 

The Golden Ball is fortunate to have such an active, engaged, 
energetic Board working to promote the mission of the museum.
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Our Board of Trustees

Country Garden 
Club’s Helen Stock 
and Lisa Larkin, 
Co-Chairs of the 
GBT Holiday  
Decorating  
Committee, helping 
their members  
decorate the 
museum for the 
Open House and 
Member Wassail. 
Our thanks to all 
who participated 
in this beautiful 
undertaking!

Happy Holidays!




