
 

Volume 29, Spring 2018 | goldenballtavern.org | 662 Boston Post Road | Weston MA, 02493 
 

 
What’s New 
 
• We held our tenth biennial symposium 
entitled “In the Latest Fashion”: High Style 
in Colonial and Early Federal America. Our 
outstanding speakers, Barbara Ward, Edward 
Maeder and Betsy Garrett Widmer, shared their 
expertise in 18th and early 19th century 
decorative arts, furnishing and clothing 
 
• Dan Quinn, Carolyn McGuire, Amy Riedel 
and Michelle Roman are planning the 
celebration for the tavern’s 250th and the 
museum’s 50th anniversary.  Stay tuned for 
exciting details.  You have already received the 
beautifully designed “Save the Date” card for 
the September 28 celebratory dinner! And 
you may have seen the banner designed by 
Amy Riedel. 
 
•The Education Committee, headed by 
Carolyn McGuire and Michelle Roman, has 
put in place the revised fifth grade tour which 
includes a more nuanced presentation of Isaac 
Jones’ Tory leanings.   
 
• Michelle Roman has gone through each room 
of the museum to ensure that the items on 
display are authentic Jones or best enhance the 
mission of the museum to tell the story of the 
Jones family in Weston through time. 
 
• Sylvia Diaz and Deb Carroll are organizing 
the files and planning to digitize the archive 
collection.  Sylvia is also indexing the “Tavern 
and the Tory.” Their work is being 
underwritten by the Mann Paller grant monies. 
 
• Director Joan Bines has been invited to sit on 
the Regis College Humanities Advisory Board. 
We anticipate that this association will lead to 
exciting new collaborations between the 
college and our museum. 
 

 
 
 
• The new slant board, designed by Dan 
Quinn, Amy Riedel, Karen Valovcin, 
Carolyn McGuire, Michelle Roman, Pam 
Fox, Joan Bines and Deb Carroll, is now in 
place to the left of the driveway.  It is a draw to 
passersby and an informative new “marketing” 
tool for the museum. 

 
• The Golden Ball has received a generous 
grant to fund Telling the Story of the Golden 
Ball Tavern Grounds and Isaac Jones' 
Farm. This program is supported in part by a 
grant from the Weston Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.  Brian 
Donahue, professor at Brandeis University, 
along with his students will study Isaac’s land 
use (plow lands, orchards, meadow, woodlots) 
to create text and maps for print, display, and 
web to better bring to life the Isaac’s tavern and 
farm. 

 
Thanks for Jobs Well Done 
 
• To co-chairs Tare Newbury and Travis 
Powell and their cadre of volunteers for last 
year’s 50th Outdoor Antiques Show.  What a 
labor of love, and how we appreciate all your 
effort.  Watch for details about how the format 
of the day will change in the fall. 
 
• To Karen Valovcin for her years of service 
as head of the Tavernkeepers.  Although Karen 
is stepping down from that position, she will 
stay on as Trustee and member of the Guides 
and Education committees. 
 
• To Amy Riedel and Deb Carroll for all the 
excellent publicity they have generated for us 
in local papers, on social network and beyond. 

 
 



•To the Guides for staffing our wonderful Second 
Sunday Open Houses which are growing in 
popularity each month.  Attendance is up by 24% 
over last year. 
 
• To Carolyn McGuire, Michelle Roman, Glen 
Harley, Donna Keesling, Bill Rousseau, Nathalie 
Thompson, Susie Woodward, Karen Valovcin 
(the Guides) for their excellent work hosting 
Weston 3rd, 5th and 11th graders.  And to Maxine 
Breen for helping the guides as greeter and 
timekeeper. 

• To Linda Wiseman, Kay Conrad and Joan 
Bines, and Deb Carroll for redoing the signage on 
the Blue and White, the parlor closet, and the tea 
exhibit in Isaac’s bedroom. 

• To Stephanie Smith and her group, The Hive, 
for enhancing our Holiday Open House with their 
beautiful colonial dresses and their demonstration 
of colonial needlecraft. 

• To Sue McFarland, Judy Harding, and Maxine 
Breen for maintaining our beautiful gardens.  They 
welcome volunteers to help them.  It’s much more 
fun to work with a friend.   

• To Marsha Tucker, and to her assistants Joanne 
Smith, Gail Nozik, and Pam Fox for their work 
running the gift shop at the Outdoor Antiques 
Show. 

• To Tare Newbury, Karen Valovcin, and Kelly 
Wood for their oversight of the house and grounds.  
The newly paved driveway greatly enhances the 
museum grounds. 

• To Travis Powell for his work with Simpson 
Gumpertz & Heger, Inc. to perform a structural 
analysis of the Golden Ball Tavern.  As an extra 
benefit, the engineers digitized the museum’s 
structural engineering documents. 

• To Linda de Franco from Gore Place for her 
guidance to our 50/250 celebration committee in 
planning the September 28th celebratory dinner. 

•To Will McFarland for his help researching Jones’ 
family history. 

 

• To Dan and Claudia Quinn and their helpers 
for yet another festive Wassail celebration, and 
to Karen and David Valovcin for the music to 
enhance the evening. Words hardly suffice as 
sufficient thanks for the lovely evening they 
provide our members. 
 
• To the Country Garden Club of Weston 
for their beautiful decorations at our Holiday 
Open House and Wassail.  We are grateful 
for their inventive, creative themes beautifully 
executed  

• To Kelly Wood, resident overseer, and to 
Barbara Hurlbert, accountant, for all they do 
throughout the year. 

We Need You: 

After 50 wonderful years of the Golden Ball 
Tavern Annual Outdoor Antique Show and 
Sale, we have decided to scale the Show down 
to a Barn Sale, which will take place on 
Saturday, September 29th.  In order to make 
this happen, we need volunteers to help us 
clean, organize, and price the donated items 
and to staff the barn for the Sale. Most 
importantly, we need a creative and 
organized volunteer who will take the lead 
on this event which is so critical to the 
Museum’s annual fundraising efforts.  Please 
contact the museum - gbtmuseum@gmail.com  
or 781-894-1751 - if you wish to volunteer to 
coordinate this much loved, time honored 
event.   

Upcoming Events: 

Our Anniversary Dinner – “A Celebration of 
Time and Place” - will be held on Friday, 
September 28th.  We will come together to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Golden 
Ball Tavern as a Museum - 50 years of 
Education.  And we will celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of Isaac Jones’ building the house 
-  250 years of history.  Invitations will be sent 
out soon.  We hope you will join us for this 
very special occasion. 

 


